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Staff 

Director of Bands Anthony H. Pickard, III 
Assistant Band Director  TBD 
Dance Sponsor and Coach Keisha Whitfield 
Percussion Instructor Xavier Cross 

 
 

eBoard/Band Parent Association Leaders 
President Mrs. Shani Mouzon 
Vice President Ms. Markeisha Reeves (KiKi) 
Treasurer Mrs. Amber Jones-Marks 
Secretary Mrs. Renee Marshall 

 
 
 

Contact Information 
Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band Office 678-874-5492 
High School Band Director Anthony_Pickard@dekalbschoolsga.org 
eBoard/Band Parent Association Email mlkbandparent@gmail.com 

 
 

Methods of Communication: 
Band App  

https://band.us/n/afa50cAfi42dJ 
Remind 

https://www.remind.com/join/mlkbandpa 
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Band Fees 

 

Spirit Pack 

Band Warm Up (Top and Bottom), T- Shirt, Shorts, and Ball Cap 

Uniform 

Shoes, Spats, Gloves & Marching Uniform Cleaning 

Pregame Meals 

Every Friday Night Game 

Staff Supplement 

Summer, Fall and Spring Fall Instruction 

Music 

Marching Band, Fall Concert, Winter Concert, LGPE, Solo & Ensemble, and Spring Concert 

Spring Banquet 

End of School Year Awards Ceremony for all band students 

Transportation 

Games, Parades, Jamborees, Battle of the Bands, etc. 

Miscellaneous 

Band Invoices (Equipment Rental/Repair) and any other band related expense not listed here. 

Total Dues: $600.00 
 

● 1st Installment ($200.00) of Dues submitted by Friday, 5.17.2024 
● 2nd Installment ($200.00) of Dues submitted by Friday, 6.28.2024 
● 3rd Installment ($200.00) of Dues submitted by Wednesday, 7.31.2024 
● New Students $600 due within 30 days of first attended practice, to be paid in full no later than 11.1.2024. 
● Dues are NON-REFUNDABLE. 
● Band Parent Association initiated fundraising monies will go towards the band and all band members will be 

required to participate. Individual fundraising, in addition to band fundraising, will be at the discretion of each 
family and will be applied to your student(s) individual account(s) only. There will be no refunds/overages if 
band dues are paid in full and individual fundraising is completed. 

● Students who do not clear any/all financial commitments for band dues, trips, performances and/or any items 
ordered will have a hold placed on their school account which may have a negative impact on graduation. 
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Responsibilities 
 
Band Mission Statement 

The mission of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band Program is to provide an atmosphere in which 
students learn to succeed at playing musical instruments as individuals and as a group, presenting students with music 
preparation which in turn leads to a life-long appreciation of music. The band program seeks to prepare students for 
success in All-State Bands, solo & ensemble adjudication, Honor Bands, Small Ensemble Performances, Large Group 
Performance Evaluations, Success within the Kings of Halftime Band, and Scholarship opportunities for Colleges and 
Universities. The band has a set goal of achieving superior ratings at all festivals and competitions annually. 

 
Band Expectations  

A successful tradition starts with an attitude of success. As parents, band members and band director, all our 
efforts need to be directed toward creating a positive experience for the young men and women in our band program. A 
positive experience must start with an understanding of the expectations for those who participate in the band. The 
following information explains these expectations. 
 
Rehearsal and Performance Procedures 

The attendance policy will be enforced in the event a student misses an after-school rehearsal.  
 
Performance Attire:   

● Kings of Halftime members are to wear the performance attire stated by the band director. This attire includes 
but is not limited to: Band Uniform, Spirit Pack, Band Shoes, Spats, and Gloves. 

● The Beginning Band members must wear a white tuxedo shirt, black pants, black socks, and black dress shoes 
(not black tennis shoes or open-toed/open-heeled shoes) to all concerts. NO JEANS! 

● The Wind Symphony members must wear the tuxedo and dress instructed by Band Director.  
● All Band Students are to be dressed for each performance before leaving the band room. Head gear such as 

scarves, bonnets, etc. will not be allowed. No jewelry will be allowed other than the clear earrings to keep the 
piercing hole from closing. 

● Students will not be allowed to participate in the scheduled activity unless the proper uniform is worn.  
 
Procedure for picking up students after performances:   

Parents may pick-up a student at the conclusion of any band activity. If the school provides transportation to 
and from the event, all students must ride to the activity on the bus. All students must be picked up from any Band-
related event within 30 minutes of the event’s conclusion. If Uber/Lyft is the designated transportation, student(s) 
and/or parent/guardian will need to ensure pick up time coincides with band dismissal. 

1st Offense: Warning 
2nd Offense: 1 Week Suspension and 1 Activity Revoked 
3rd Offense: Removal from band program (no refunds of any kind will be issued) 

 

 
 
Private Lessons:  All band students are encouraged (not mandated) to take private lessons. There are many delicate 
details of playing an instrument that a student will learn only through the individual attention they receive during 
private lessons. The cost is $100 per student (per semester) which will include group lessons with one lesson per week 
for 10 weeks. 
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Honor Bands:  There are 5-6 honor band opportunities available throughout the year. These usually entail additional 
cost to the parent for transportation, lodging and meals over a 2–3-day trip. All Honor Bands are optional. Information 
will be distributed as it is available. 

 
 

Band Rules 
 1. Be on time     4. If it is not yours, do not touch it. 
 2. Be prepared     5. Do as you are asked, the first time you are asked. 
 3. Be polite     6. No GUM, food, or drink in the band room 
  

Rewards for Appropriate Behavior        
1. Praise 

2. Positive note or phone call to parent                                           
3. Success!!! 

 

Consequences for Negative Behavior 
1. First offense: Warning  
2. Second offense: Student/Teacher Discussion 

3. Third offense: Parent/Teacher Contact  
4. Fourth offense: Behavioral Redirection  
5. Fifth Offense: Indefinite Suspension from Program 

 
 

Fighting and severe disruptions result in immediate removal. 
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Parent Responsibilities 
In many cases, the parents can be the key to their child’s success in the band program. One of your primary 
responsibilities is to provide a time and place for your child to practice at home. In most cases, children will not practice 
unless they are encouraged to do so. A few encouraging words to your child about their progress will go a long way. 

● You are responsible to provide or arrange transportation for your child to and from all band events.  
● You are responsible to maintain a calendar and notify the band director of potential conflicts no later than 3 

days before the event.  

● You are responsible to make sure that your child takes care of his or her instrument and that all repairs and 
supplies are provided for (reeds, valve oil, slide cream, etc.).  

● You are responsible for joining The Band App and following all posts and calendar events. 
● You are responsible for joining The Remind App and staying abreast of all texts/notifications from staff. 
● You are responsible for being the change you want to see. If you see something, say something. Staff cannot 

fix what they are not aware of. 
● You allow Treasurer to connect with you (via Band App, Remind, text, phone call, in person) regarding 

payment of band dues. 
 
All parents can assist in these ways at home:  
1. Show a genuine interest in your child’s musical experience.  
2. Arrange a regular time for your child to practice.  
3. Devise a reward system for daily practice.  
4. Keep the band handbook in a safe place and refer to it often.  
5. If your child is absent, and shares a folder with someone, make sure that his/her folder is at school.  
6. Find a quiet place for your child to practice.  
7. Help with practice by listening when asked.  
8. Secure a safe place to store the instrument.  
9. Keep the instrument in diligent care and keep at least three reeds in the case.  
10. Be extra careful with school-owned instruments.  
11. Teach your child to be on time and prepared for each rehearsal or private lesson.  
12. Even though private study is not required, it is highly recommended.  
13. Keep the band calendar on your refrigerator and refer to it often.  
 
All parents can assist in these ways at school:  
1. Keep a daily record of the student’s various musical activities.  
2. Notify the director if the student is going to be absent or tardy for a rehearsal or lesson; explain.  
3. See to it that the student takes his/her instrument, music, and other accessories to school every day.  
4. See to it that he/she keeps up with academics inside and outside of band. Ineligibility is not a happy thing!  
5. Visit rehearsals and lessons occasionally.  
6. Discuss with teachers anything that will help them understand your child.  
7. Attend Band Parent Association meetings.  
8. Volunteer for parent committees.  
9. Turn in fundraising money on time.  
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 CODE OF CONDUCT 

 
Students participating in any band-related function, whether it is class time, rehearsal, a performance or otherwise, are considered to be on 
campus and must follow the behavioral guidelines set forth by the DeKalb County School System, the Martin Luther King Jr. High School 
Student Handbook, and the Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band Handbook. Furthermore, band members are expected to follow all 
instructions given by any member of the band staff or any adult affiliated with Martin Luther King Jr. High School or Martin Luther King 
Jr. High School Band. The director reserves the right to discipline any band member for any behavior deemed inappropriate as it relates to 
the band directly or indirectly. 
 

 BAND MEMBER RULES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
The following guidelines are for actions specifically related to participation in the Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band Program but 

shall not be limited to the following items. 
 
1. Attendance 

Attendance will be taken during all scheduled rehearsals and performances at which students are expected and required to be present. Written 
notification with parent signature must be provided to the director before any absence. If notification cannot be provided beforehand, said 
notification must be provided immediately upon student’s return. Unexcused absence from rehearsal one day prior to any performance and 
or absence from two rehearsals in one week for any reason may result in suspension from that performance.  
Penalty for absence may range from verbal reprimand to suspension from band activities. 

 
2. Chronic Tardiness 

Late to rehearsals, performances, and/or band related functions on a regular basis. Strict adherence to all practice and rehearsal times is expected 
of all students. 
Penalty may range from verbal reprimand to suspension from band activities. 
 

3. Rude or Disrespectful Behavior 
Impolite or inappropriate behavior in rehearsal, performance, or any other band related or school function towards but not limited to band staff, 
students, or other adults (I.e., band parent). 
Penalty may range from a verbal reprimand to suspension from band activities. 

 
4. Care of Band Equipment and Property 

All students are expected and required to respect band property including all items found in the band room or items related to the band. Damage, 
theft, or loss of any band equipment or threat of any said offenses to band property will be considered a direct violation. This includes but shall 
not be limited to school instruments, band uniforms, lockers, etc. All students playing school owned instruments must secure an instrument 
contract to be signed by a parent or guardian. 
Penalty may range from verbal reprimand to suspension from band activities. Student must make restitution for lost, damaged, defaced, or 
stolen property, and/or for repairs. 

 
5. Uniform Dress Code 

Students are expected to wear the required uniform the director deems necessary for the event the ensemble will play at. 
Penalty may range from a verbal reprimand to suspension from band activities. 

 
The range of penalties will be based on the circumstances and severity of the offense committed. The director reserves the right to discipline 

any band member for any behavior deemed inappropriate as it relates to the band directly or indirectly. 
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DEKALB COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT PARENTAL CONSENT for ATHLETIC TEAM, BAND, 
ORCHESTRA, CHORUS, and/or ANY OTHER SCHOOL SPONSORED FIELD TRIPS  
 
 
 
Consent  
I hereby consent for ____________________________to participate in athletic team, band, orchestra, chorus, and/or 
any other sponsored field trips. I understand that transportation may or may not be provided by the DeKalb County 
School District. In the event transportation is not provided by the DeKalb County School District, transportation will 
be the student's responsibility. If the student requires any emergency medical procedures or treatment during the trip, 
I consent to the trip supervisor(s) taking, arranging for, and consenting to the procedures or treatment in his/her 
discretion.  
 
 
 
Waiver and Release  
I release and waive, and further agree to indemnify, hold harmless or reimburse the DeKalb County Board of 
Education, the individual members, agents, employees and representatives thereof, as well as trip supervisors, from 
and against any claim which I, any other parent or guardian, any sibling, the student, or any other person, firm or 
corporation may have or claim to have, known or unknown, directly or indirectly, from any losses, damages, or injuries 
arising out of, during, or in connection with the student's participation in the activity, any trip associated with the 
activity, or the rendering of emergency medical procedures or treatment, if any.  
 
 
 
Signatures of parents(s) or guardian(s): __________________________________________  
Parent Name: __________________________________________ Date: ________________  
Home Phone: _________________________Work Phone: ___________________________  
Cell Number: _________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Student Should Complete and Sign Below:  
Student Name: ____________________________________________Grade: ____________  
Students Address: ___________________________________________________________  
City: __________________ZIP: _________ Home Phone: ___________________________  
Instrument: ______________________________  
I have read the Rules and Regulations concerning Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band activities and 
understand my obligations as a band member.  
Student Signature: ______________________________________Date: ______________  
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MEDICAL INFORMATION  
 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________________________  
Date of Birth: _________________________Gender (Check One) [ ] Male [ ] Female  
Parent/Guardian Name(s): __________________________________________________  
 
 
Please complete the following questions. It is imperative that we have medical information to best care for your 
student in case of an emergency.  
 
1. Chronic Health Problems? [ ] NO [ ] YES  
If YES, please list: _____________________________________________________  
 
2. Drug Allergies? [ ] NO [ ] YES  
If YES, please list: ____________________________________________________  
 
3. List current medications, dosage, and time of dosage: ________________________  
 
4. Food Allergies? [ ] NO [ ] YES  
If YES, please list: _____________________________________________________  
 
5. Dietary Restrictions: ___________________________________________________  
 
My child WILL/WILL NOT be (please circle one) responsible for taking their own medication brought from home 
such as Tylenol, Advil, and (please list): ________________________________________________  
 
6. Date of last Tetanus Booster: (Must be repeated every ten years): _______________  
 
7. Is your student susceptible to throat infections? [ ] NO [ ] Yes  
 
8. Does your student have frequented stomach or digestive upsets? [ ] NO [ ] YES  
 
9. Please list other pertinent health information and the expected treatment:  
 
Family Physician: ________________________________________________________  
Telephone No: ______________________Address: _____________________________  
 
 
The Following Must Be Completed Only by the Parent/Guardian  
 
In the case of minor illnesses, the Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band Staff, the Officers  or Chaperones of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band Parent Committee, have my permission to give over-the-counter medications 
such as Tylenol, Maalox, Claritin, Ibuprofen, or Dramamine to my son/daughter : [ ] NO [ ] YES  
Signature of Parent/Guardian ______________________________ Date ____________  
 
 
 



 

Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band 
Anthony H. Pickard, III | 3991 Snapfinger Rd. Stonecrest, GA 30038 |678-874-5492 | anthony_pickard@dekalbschoolsga.org 

 

 
Size Form 

 
1. Student’s Name ______________________________________ 

 
2. Student’s Class Period ________________________________ 

 
3. Parent’s Phone Number _______________________________ 

 
 
 

Wind Suit/ Warm up Suit 
 

Jacket Size: ________________ 
Sweet Pants Size:___________ 
 
 

Shorts 
 

Short Pants Size: _______ 
 
 

T-shirt 
 

T-Shirt Size:___________ 
 
 

Polo Shirt 
 

Polo Shirt Size:___________ 
 

All Sizes are Adult Sizes, unless indicated the cut will be ordered in 
men’s cut. 
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ZERO-TOLERANCE HAZING CONTRACT 

 
O.C.G.A. § 16-5-61  

 
GEORGIA CODE  

 
Copyright 2014 by The State of Georgia  

 
All rights reserved.  

 
*** Current Through the 2014 Regular Session ***  

 
TITLE 16. CRIMES AND OFFENSES  

 
CHAPTER 5. CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON  

 
ARTICLE 4. RECKLESS CONDUCT  

 
 

O.C.G.A. § 16-5-61 (2013) 
  
 
§ 16-5-61. Hazing  
 
 
(a) As used in this Code section, the term: 
  
 
 (1) "Haze" means to subject a student to an activity which endangers or is likely to endanger  
 
the physical health of a student, regardless of a student's willingness to participate in such activity.  
 
 
 (2) "School" means any school, college, or university in this state.  
 
 (3) "School organization" means any club, society, fraternity, sorority, or a group living together which has students as its principal members.  
  
 (4) "Student" means any person enrolled in a school in this state. 
  
 (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to haze any student in connection with or as a condition or precondition of gaining acceptance, membership, 
office, or other status in a school organization.  
 
(c) Any person who violates this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.  
 
 
HISTORY: Code 1981, § 16-5-61, enacted by Ga. L. 1988, p. 694, § 1; Ga. L. 1990, p. 1690, § 1.  

 

 
I, _________________________, will adhere to a ZERO-TOLERANCE HAZING POLICY. I understand that participation with 
the Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band is contingent upon my following school policy as outlined in the above state law. 
Furthermore, I understand that hazing also includes, but shall not be limited to, any form of verbal abuse, sexual harassment, direct or 
indirect intimidation, and bullying. The director reserves the right to suspend or revoke band privileges upon suspicion or proof of 
hazing. I recognize that this is done for the betterment of the band program and the safety of all students. 
 
Student Signature__________________________________Date___________________ 
 
     
Printed Name of Parent _________________________  Parent Signature________________________________ 
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Martin Luther King Jr. High School Band Membership Agreement  
 
 
 
I am responsible for:  
 
 

1. My conduct, remembering that each person represents the entire band, projecting school spirit, and happiness. 
Maintaining good relationships with the other band members, and other school groups. 
  

2. Arriving on time to all functions. Performing at practice with pride, poise, and enthusiasm. 
 
 

3. Being respectful to my band director, school/teaching staff, chaperones, section leaders, and my fellow members.  
 

4. Working together with others at practice and for paying attention without talking or commenting.  
 
 

5. Speaking with the director before or after practice if I feel that I have been treated unfairly. 
  

6. Contacting my director as soon as possible if I am unable to attend a practice or performance. 
 

7. Attending all practices and being in school on that day to perform. (If absent I know that I cannot attend practice 
after school or that evening) Bringing a note from my parents documenting my absence the day I return to practice. 
  

8. Attending all performances in full uniform even if I am unable to perform. (Due to illness or injury. This is to 
show team spirit/support).  
 
 

9. Fulfilling my financial obligations in a timely manner. I understand that I must satisfy any/all balances from 
band dues, performances, section battles, items ordered, etc. I understand that to participate in the MLK-KOH Band 
Program the dues must be paid in full by the first game. Dues are non-refundable.  
 

10. Seeing that I meet all the requirements of inspection prior to performances. 
 
 

 
I ___________________________________ understand my responsibilities as a member of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
High School Band and will comply with all the above statements.  
 
 

Student Signature__________________________________________ Date: __________ 
 

I ___________________________________ understand my responsibilities as a parent/guardian of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. High School Band and will comply with all the above statements included in pages 1-12 of this packet.  

 
Parent Signature __________________________________________ Date: __________ 

 
 

Sign and return to Band Director  


